(          28          )

It was truly reported that Clieit Sing after his escape from Shewallah Ghaut im-
mediately fled to Lutteefpoor, taking his family, and his whole force, with IiSm,
except the ordinary guard which had been early appropriated in the time of his
father Bulwant Sing, under the command of Gudgerauge Sing, who had the title
of Kelladar, to the charge of Ramnagur. This was a vast pile of irregular but
massy buildings constructed of stone on the river-side, and within the bed of the
river. To its original strength Clieit Sing had added two or three small bastions
of stone and earth: A large town had grown round it, which rendered the ap-
proach to it suspicious; and the intricacy of the apartments and passages of the
palace was such, that a cautious officer would hesitate under almost any encour-
agement to enter it. I had early information that it was in effect evacuated, and
I believed it; but not being certain, I did not chuse to hazard a repulse, nor had
I a force equal to any operation of doubtful success, much less of enterprise. My
whole strength had consisted originally of six companies of Major Popham's regi-
ment, about sixty Sepoys which I had taken from the garrison of Buxar for the
protection of my boats, and a few men who had been newly recruited for the
Resident's guard, who had yet neither arms nor discipline. Of Major Popham's
regiment 82 men had fallen in the massacre of Shewallah Ghaut, and 92 were
wounded. The whole number of killed and wounded of every corps and denomi-
nation was 205.

Every circumstance of an event and time so critical to the present existence,
and to the permanency of the British interests in India, will merit notice in a relation
of this kind. If Cheit Sing's people, after they had effected his rescue had proceed-
ed to my quarters at Mahadew Dass's garden, instead of croudiug after him in a
tumultuous manner, as they did, in his passage over the river, it is most proba-
ble that my blood, and that of about thirty English gentlemen of my party, would
have been added to the recent carnage; for they were above 2000 in number,
furious and daring from the easy success of their last attempt, nor could I assem-
ble more than 50 regular and armed Sepoys for my whole defence. Let it not be
thought that I attribute too much consequence to my own person when I suppose
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